


REPORTAZ

REPORTAGE

JIZ SEDMADVACET LET se jednou za rok sejdou piloti,
letusky i zaméstnanci pozemniho provozu leteckych
spolecnosti, aby zmérili své sily ve sportovnim klani, navazali
nova pratelstvi a prijemné prozili nékolik dni.

WARR - velka
akce zameéstnancu
leteckych spoleCnosti

Text: Lenka Desatova, Foto: Pavel Dusek, Alena Fikesova

WARR - a grand
event for airline
employees

FOR 27 YEARS NOW, pilots, flight-attendants and staff of the
ground services of airline companies have been coming together
for an annual meeting where they can compete in sports, make
new friends and enjoy a few days of fun.
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> Vibec prvni zavod WARR — World Airline Road Race se uskuteénil v roce 1982

v San Francisku. Tehdy se Ucastnilo 30 tymU a na 300 bézcU, inspiraci byly olympij-
ské hry v€etné hesla — nemusime vyhrat, ale radi se zuCastnujeme. Z nendapadné akce
se stala nejvétsi sportovné-spolecenska cestovni udalost na svété. V poslednich letech
byvé na startu kolem 2500 nadS$encd. OvSem kromé sportovniho programu ma i spole-
¢ensky réz s charitativnim podtextem. Zatim posledni, 27. ro¢nik se konal v kanadské
Ottawe.

USPECHY CESKYCH AEROLINII

Ve sportovni ¢asti Sekaji na zavodniky trati 10 a 5 km. Zvlast samozrejmeé bézi muzi

a zeny. Aby méli Sanci na Uspéch i ti dfive narozeni, je na obou distancich vypsano
hned néekolik vékovych kategorii. Mezi muzi i Zenami se vyhladuji nejen vysledky jed-
notlivych kategorii, ale také absolutni vitéz kazdé trati. Tedy ten, ktery ji zdola v nejlep-
Sim Case. Zavod sam ma prisna pravidla, dava vSak Sanci i tém, ktefi sport berou jen
jako prilezitost k aktivnimu odpocinku a ¢ast zdvodu tfeba jen ujdou. Kazdy, kdo zavod
dokondi, bez ohledu na zpUsob a ¢as, dostane na pamétku origindini pamétni medai-
li, ktera je vzdy typicka pro danou hostitelskou zemi. V Praze se davaly medaile ze skla,
v Australii mély pro zménu tvar sandalti thong (u nas znamych jako zabky), ktery pravé
z této zemé pochézi.

Zastupci Ceskych aerolinif o sobé& dali vyrazné védét na osmém rodniku World Airline
Road Race v némeckém Hamburku. Stevard Metod Fikes, ktery hajil nase barvy, vyhral
béh na 5km ve své vékové kategorii a zaroven se na této trati stal i absolutnim vitézem.
Pozdéji, v Kuala Lumpuru, byl dokonce nejlepsi ze vSech v obou zévodech a v roce
2006 v Amsterdamu zopakoval svUj triumf na pétce. Letos jsme se Uspéchu docka-

lii v 2enské kategorii. Edita Egley, pracovnice Ceskych aerolinii v New Yorku, vyhrala
ve své vékové kategorii zavod Zzen na 10km.

BOJ TRICEK
Bézecké zavody nejsou jedinym klanim, v némz méfi aerolinky své sily. Hodnoti se takeé,
ktery tym pripravil nejhez&i a nejoriginalnéjsi tricka. Tahle soutéz se zrodila spontanné.

> The inaugural WARR( World Airline Road
Race) was held in 1982 in San Francisco.
Then, 300 runners from 30 teams participated
in an event inspired by the Olympic Games
and developed their motto — “Winning is
something, but taking part is all”. From
a single innocuous gathering, WARR soon
developed into the biggest sporting and social
event in travel business calendar. In the past
few years, over 2500 running enthusiasts have
been lining up for the start of each annual
race. The event also has a social agenda, with
charity elements and the most recent race,
the 27th, was held in the Canadian city of
Ottawa.

SUCCESSES OF CZECH AIRLINES

In the sporting event, competitors are
challenged by courses of either 5 or 10
kilometers distance. Men and Women have
separate events and there are categories
for veterans in order to be fair! The winners
of each category are announced (men
and women) as are the outright winners
for each course. The race itself has strict
rules but is also open to those for whom
sports are nothing more than a recreational
activity and who might even walk part of the
course. Whoever finishes the competition —
irrespective of how long they took, receives
an original memorial medal that always
displays something of the host country. Thus,
in Prague, medals were made of glass, while in
Australia the medals were shaped like thong
sandals, which originate from that continent.

Representatives of Czech Airlines accounted
themselves well in the eighth leg the World
Airline Road Race in the German city of
Hamburg. Flight attendant Metod Fikes,
wearing our colours, won the 5k race in his
category and became the overall winner of
this discipline. Later, in Kuala Lumpur, he

went on to become the outright winner in
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P¥i prvnim zavodu v San Francisku startovali bézci v trickach, na nichz méli obrazky se
znaky svych mést &i leteckych spolecnosti. V cili si je pak mezi sebou zac¢ali vyménovat.
To privedlo organizatory na myslenku vyhlasit soutéz o nejlepsi tricko s ndzvem T-Shirt
Swap Party. Letos v této soutézi zvitézili australské Quantas. Po vyhlaseni vysledkd pri-

chéazi samozfejmé na fadu i vyména tricek mezi jednotlivci.

Pokud se primych Ucastnik(l zeptate, jaké tricko jim nejvice utkvélo v paméti, mnozi
okamzité odveéti, ze to, které privezli na 20. ro¢nik soutéze do Svycarského Lucernu za-
stupci Americane airlines. Akce se konala kratce po Utocich na Svétové obchodni cent-
rum 11. zari 2001. Vitézna tricka byla jednoducha — na zadech nesla prosty vycet jmen
Slenl dvou posadek, které pri teroristickych Utocich zahynuly, a World Airline Road
Race se tak uz zU¢astnit nemohly... Pamétnici vzpominaji, Ze tricka byla ocenéna spon-

»

tannim potleskem vstoje a byl o né obrovsky zajem. Vzpomina se ale také na to,

both distances. In 2006 he repeated his win by
triumphing in the 5k race in Amsterdam. This
year we also gained success in the women'’s
category as well, when Edita Egley, an
employee of Czech Airlines in New York, won
the 10k women’s run in her age category.

THE BATTLE OF T-SHIRTS

Running isn’t the only competition in which
airlines compete: there is also the evaluation
of which of the teams designed the most
beautiful and original T-shirt. This contest
came into being spontaneously. During the
first race in San Francisco, the runners set
out in T-shirts bearing the symbols of their
cities or airline companies. Upon reaching
the finish, they started to exchange them
and this gave the organizers the idea to
announce a competition for the best , called
the “T-shirt swap party”. This year, Australia’s
Quantas claimed victory. Of course, after the
winners are announced there is an inevitable
exchange of T-shirts among competitors.

If you ask direct participants about most
memorable T-shirts, many will immediately
respond that those were undoubtedly those
brought to the 20th race in Lucerne by
representatives of American Airlines shortly
after the attacks on the World Trade Center
on September 11, 2001. The winning T-shirts
were simple and simply bore the names of
the two airline crews that perished during
these terrorist attacks Witnesses remember
that the T-shirts got a standing ovation and
were greatly sought after. Equally memorable
was how the Americans thanked everyone
for their support and for the wonderful
atmosphere at the event: thanks to all their
fellow participants, they could have a few
days full of peace and friendship — a few days
without thinking about the fateful tragedy.

GETTING TO KNOW THE HOST
COUNTRY

Through the T-shirt competition came
another, no less important feature of the
World Airline Road Race. This was the
social dimension , when the participants
get to know their host country and its  »»
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jak Ameri¢ané na party dékovali za Uzasnou atmosféru a podporu. Diky pfispéni vSech
Ucastnikl prozili nékolik dni pinych pohody a préatelstvi, par dni bez myslenek na osud-
nou tragédii.

POZNAVANI HOSTITELSKE ZEME

Pres bitvu o nejlepst tricko jsme se prenesli do druhé, nikoli vSak nepodstatné roviny, kte-
rou World Airline Road Race ma. Tou je ¢ast spoleCenska, pfi niz Ucastnici poznavaji zemi
organizatora. Pfi klani v Jizni Africe pro né byla napfiklad pfipravena cesta viakem z Jo-
hannesburgu do Durbanu, v Ceské republice je zase odvezla parni lokomotiva na ,Meet
and greet* na hrad Cesky Sternberk. Odjzd8lo se z Fantovy kavarny na prazském Hiav-
nim nadrazi, diky ¢emuz si mohli U¢astnici vyletu vychutnat krasu této secesni pamatky.
K dobré ndlads prispéla i kapela ve viaku, jidlo z cateringu Ceskych aerolinil a samoziej-
meé také Eeskeé pivo. V Sydney zase mohli pritomni obdivovat Australské ndmorni muze-
um s replikami lodi Jamese Cooka a jinych historickych plavidel, v Ottawé je pak ¢ekala
plavba po kanalu Rideau s vykladem o pamétihodnostech hlavniho mésta Kanady.

Singapursky pilot Keong a Cristina,
zameéstnankyné Mexicany, se seznamili pravé
na WARR

culture. For example, during the contest in
South Africa, a rail trip from Johannesburg
to Durban was organized for them. In the
Czech Republic, a steam locomotive took the
contenders to the “Meet and Greet” event
at Cesky Sternberk castle. The departure
point, the legendary Fanta’s coffee-house
at Prague’s Main Railway Station, enabled
the participants to enjoy the beauty of its
“jugendstil” architecture. The good mood was
enhanced by a band on the train, excellent
food from Czech Airlines’ catering corps
and of course, by liberal quantities of Czech
beer. In Sydney the participants were able to
admire the Australian Maritime Museum with
its replicas of James Cook’s ship and other
historical vessels. In Ottawa they floated
down the Rideau Canal while being shown the
sights and sounds of Canada’s capital city.

It has also become a custom that
representatives of the competing companies
meet with the mayor or chief magistrate of the
host city and, as an expression of gratitude,
present them with a commemorative gift.
These are sometimes models of the aircraft
in the fleet of the airlines being represented.
The Mayor of Ottawa, Larry O’Brien, was
given Czech crystal glass and recordings of
Bedrich Smetana’s and Antonin Dvorak’s

music.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO CHARITY

Part of the money raised through participants’
entry fees is given to charity. In Prague, some
was donated to Stromovka park (destroyed in
the floods) and in Sydney the recipient was
the Royal Flying Doctor Service (a medical
organization that provides free medical
help for everything from road accidents,
emergencies at distant cattle ranches to
assistance during complicated child deliveries
in remote areas. This year the proceeds went
to the TI-Le Loup et la Poule Foundation to
help child cancer patients.

—-90 -



REPORTAZ

REPORTAGE

Zvykem také je, Zze se zastupci UCastnikll sejdou se starosty ¢i primatory poradatel-
skych meést a jako dik za jejich pomoc pfi organizaci klani jim predaji darky na pamatku.
Mezi nimi pravidelné byvaji treba makety letadel v barvach ziuc¢astnénych aerolinii. Sta-
rosta Ottawy Larry O‘Brien dostal od Ceskych aerolinii navic jesté Gesky kiistal a nosice
s klasickou hudbou Bedficha Smetany a Antonina Dvoraka.

PRISPEVKY NA CHARITU

Ze startovného Ucastnikll se ¢ast penéz pouziva na charitu. V Praze to byla zéplavami
zni¢ena Stromovka, v Sydney Royal Flying Doctor Service, Iékarska sluzba, ktera bez-
platné pomaha pfi nehodach na silnicich, v dolech, na dobytcich farmach nebo tre-

ba pri tézkém porodu. Letos v Ottawe Sel vytézek do Fondu Tl — Le Loup et la Poule
na pomoc détské onkologii.

NejvetSim prinosem akce je kazdoroéni setkani téch, ktefi se uz na WARR spratelili,

a navazani pratelstvi novych. Mize tady ale preskodit i milostna jiskra, z niz vznikne do-
konce exotické manzelstvi, jak to dokazuje svatba singapurského pilota se zaméstnan-
kyni Mexicany. Jejich syn nyni patfi mezi nejmladsi dcastniky WARR.

POJEDTE S NAMI DO CINY

Chteéli byste prozit par dni v jedine¢né atmosféfe WARR? ZicCastnit se mohou nejen za-
méstnanci leteckych spolecnosti a jejich rodiny, ale i pratelé. V roce 2009 probehne kla-
ni ve dnech 10.-15. zaff v inském Hangzhou asi 200km od Sanghaje.

Vyhodné ceny zahrnuiji specialni zlevnény tarif na letenky pro kategorii NON AIRLINE.
Sportovni ¢ast, tedy béh nebo chlize na 5 nebo 10km, je mozno vynechat. BIlizsi infor-
mace najdou zajemci na www.worldairlineroadrace.org.

Perhaps the greatest benefit of these events
is that friends can meet annually at WARR
to renew old friendships and form new
ones. Sometimes, even it even deepens, as
the wedding of a Singaporean pilot with
a Mexican employee proved. Their son is

now one of WARR’s youngest participants!

COME TO CHINA WITH US

If you would like to experience the unique
atmosphere of WARR for a few days then
you should remember that participation is
not limited to only airline employees and
their families, but can also include their
friends. The 2009 meeting will be held
in the Chinese city of Hangzhou, about
200 kilometers from Shanghai, between
September 10 and 15.

Costs are kept reasonable and prices
include the special discounted tariff for
the NON AIRLINE category and the
sporting events can be omitted if desired.. If
interested, please find more information at

www.worldairlineroadrace.org.
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